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Executive Summary
The Wheeling-Bridgeport Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)overcame net job losses early in the 1990s to post
overall job gains every year from 1993 to 1998. These gains were achieved in spite of restructuring in the coal
mining, manufacturing, and utilities sectors. While job gains during the 1990s did not keep pace with the state
average, the MSA did add jobs at a brisk pace in services and government. Moderate job gains produced
moderate population losses during the 1990s and these two factors combined to stabilize the unemployment rate
near 5 percent and to produce continued gains in inflation-adjusted per capita personal income.
If the national economy avoids recession during the 2000-2004 period, the forecast calls for the MSA to
maintain its economic momentum. Job and income gains are forecast to continue during the 1999-2004 period
and per capita personal income is forecast to rise. Population losses continue, because moderate job gains are not
expected to be sufficient to stem net outmigration from the MSA.
Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA in Perspective
The Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA consists of Ohio and Marshall counties of West Virginia and Belmont County of
neighboring Ohio. The region is located in the northern panhandle of West Virginia as shown in Figure 1.
Population for the region was 153,946 in 1999, with the two West Virginia counties comprising 4.6 percent of
the state total. Resident employment in the region was 69,500 in 1999 and the two West Virginia counties
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Table 1 shows various economic indicators used to describe the counties and assess the overall performance of
the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA. Belmont County is the largest county in the MSA with 71,259 residents,
followed by Ohio County with 47,719 residents and Marshall County with 34,968 residents in 1999.
Per capita personal income in Ohio County ($23,641) was the highest in the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA in
1997, the most recent year for which data is available. Marshall County trailed behind the MSA, the state, and
the national average with $17,031. The Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA registered a per capita personal income level
of $19,722 in 1997, 22 percent below national per capita personal income ($25,288) but 5.3 percent above state
income per person ($18,724). The Steubenville-Weirton MSA recorded a per capita personal income level
below that of the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA, while the Pittsburgh MSA exceeded the per capita personal
income levels of the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA, the state, and the nation. Personal income is a very broad
measure of income, which includes earnings from work; dividends, interest, and rent; and transfer income.
Ohio County in West Virginia recorded the highest covered job growth (1.3 percent) in the MSA during the
1990-1998 period, with Belmont County registering a close second. Marshall County recorded a decline in jobs
during the period.
Marshall County had the highest unemployment rate in the MSA in 1999 at 6.3 percent, almost matching the
state average. Ohio County recorded the lowest unemployment rate among the three counties of the region. The
unemployment rate for the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA (at 5.2 percent) was 1.4 percentage points lower than the
state rate but 1.0 percentage point above the national rate in 1999. The Steubenville-Weirton MSA recorded a
higher unemployment rate (6.3 percent) than the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA, while the Pittsburgh MSA
recorded a lower rate of unemployment (4.2 percent).
Compared to the state’s median household income of $25,354 for 1995 (the most recent year for which data is
available), each county fared better than the state but not as well as the nation’s $34,076. Unlike personal
income, median household income is calculated using money income, which excludes non-cash sources of
income like fringe benefits, Medicare, and Medicaid.
The counties of the region registered poverty rates between those recorded by the state and the nation. The
poverty rate is the share of a region’s population whose income falls below certain thresholds that vary by family
size and composition. Marshall County recorded the highest poverty rate in the MSA in 1995 (at 17.6 percent),
followed by Belmont County (at 15.7 percent) and Ohio County (at 15.4 percent).
TABLE 1
WHEELING-BRIDGEPORT MSA
SELECTED ECONOMIC INDICATORS BY COUNTY
Covered Median
Resident Job Unempl. Household Poverty
Employment Rate Income Rate
Av. An. G.R. Av. An. G.R. Av. An. G.R.
1999 1990-1999(%) 1999 1997($) 1990-1997(%) 1990-1998 (%) 1999 1995($) 1995(%)
Marshall, W.Va. 34,968 -0.7 15,570 17,031 3.2 -0.2 6.3 27,789 17.6
Ohio, W.Va. 47,719 -0.7 24,080 23,641 3.7 1.3 4.0 29,700 15.4
Belmont, Oh. 71,259 0.0 29,800 18,343 3.9 1.2 5.7 26,337 15.7
Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA 153,946 -0.4 69,500 19,722 3.7 1.0 5.2 n/a n/a
Steubenville-Weirton MSA 133,292 -0.7 53,860 18,794 3.0 -0.2 6.3 n/a n/a
Pittsburgh MSA 2,331,336 0.4 1,113,326 26,243 4.4 0.8 4.2 n/a n/a
West Virginia 1,806,928 0.1 763,000 18,724 4.1 1.5 6.6 25,354 19.9
U.S. 272,690,813 1.0 133,488,000 25,288 4.0 1.7 4.2 34,076 13.8
Population data are from the March 2000 Census Release.
Resident employment estimates for West Virginia are from the West Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs; Ohio county data is from OBES. 
Pittsburgh and Steubenville-Weirton MSA resident employment data are from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Per capita personal income data are from the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.
Median household income and poverty rates are from the U.S. Census Bureau.
Covered Employment data for Ohio is from OBES.
Unemployment Rate data are from OBES (LMI), WVBEP and BLS.
Per Capita
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The employment shares shown in Figure 2 can be used to track the industrial composition of the economy.
Mining plays an important role in the MSA, accounting for 2.5 percent of total nonfarm jobs in 1999.  As shown
in Figure 2, this far exceeds the national average of 0.4 percent. Mining employment in the MSA primarily
comprises employment in coal mining in Belmont and Marshall counties. Coal in the region is mined
underground and is relatively high in sulfur content.
Manufacturing jobs in the MSA accounted for about 9.1 percent of total jobs, compared to 14.3 percent
nationally. Large employers in the region include chemical products manufacturers, printers and publishers, and
primary and fabricated metal producers.  Employment shares in construction; finance, insurance and real estate;
and transportation, communication and public utilities fell below the national average. Employment shares in
trade and services registered higher than the national average, while the employment share in government was
on par with the national average.
Recent Developments
The Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA added jobs at an average annual rate of 1.0 percent per year between 1990-
1998, falling short of West Virginia job growth of 1.5 percent per year. However, the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA
outperformed both the Steubenville-Weirton MSA and the Pittsburgh MSA. As Figure 3 shows, the Wheeling-
Bridgeport MSA was hardest hit by job losses in mining; manufacturing; and transportation, communication and
public utilities (which are three high-paying sectors).
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The Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA registered job gains in construction, services, government, and trade. Indeed,
services has added nearly 5,000 jobs to the MSA since 1990. Services includes a wide variety of activities,
including health care and social services, business services (like call centers), and engineering and management
services, to name just a few. For the MSA, West Virginia, and the nation, this sector has been an engine of job
growth.
The Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA recorded population losses with an average annual rate of decline of 0.4 percent
per year during the 1990-1999 period. Population declines in the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA contrast with slow,
but positive, growth for West Virginia (and the Pittsburgh MSA). Population in the Steubenville-Weirton MSA
also declined during the period and at a faster pace than in the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA. National population
growth averaged 1.0 percent per year during the same period.
The unemployment rate in the region was between the state and national rates in 1999, but the  Wheeling-
Bridgeport MSA has recorded strong unemployment rate declines since 1993, when the rate was 9.4 percent.
The Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA recorded per capita personal income growth of 3.7 percent per year during the
1990-97 period, falling short of both the statewide growth rate of 4.1 percent and the national growth rate of 4.0
percent.  Per capita income growth in the MSA fell short of Pittsburgh MSA (4.4 percent) but exceeded that of
Steubenville-Weirton MSA (3.0 percent).
Forecast: 1999-2004
The forecast for the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA depends on the performance of the national economy. If the
national economy falls into recession, the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA will likely turn down as well. The control
(or baseline) forecast for the U.S. economy, prepared by Standard & Poor’s DRI in March 2000, calls for the
U.S. economy to avoid recession during the 2000-2004 period. Real gross domestic product growth is forecast to
average 3.3 percent per year. The national unemployment rate is forecast to briefly fall below 4.0 percent and
then stabilize at a level just over 4.0 percent. Inflation accelerates slightly, from 2.2 percent in 1999 to 2.6
percent by 2004. The forecast calls for interest rates to rise through the end of 2000, and then settle back to just
above current levels. The U.S. forecast is summarized in Table 2.
TABLE  2
U.S. FORECAST
STANDARD & POOR’S DRI MARCH 2000
Actual
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Real GDP 4.1 4.4 2.9 3.2 3.1 3.0
Industrial Production 3.5 4.1 2.0 3.7 3.6 2.7
Nonfarm Employment 2.2 2.2 1.4 1.2 1.2 1.2
Personal Income 5.9 6.3 5.2 5.0 5.2 5.2
Personal Consumption Deflator 1.6 1.9 1.8 2.3 2.4 2.3
Unemployment Rate 4.2 3.9 4.1 4.3 4.3 4.3
Federal Funds Rate 4.97 6.25 6.48 5.95 5.75 5.75
Thirty-Year Treasury Bond Yield 5.87 6.28 6.19 6.00 5.80 5.79
Federal Budget Surplus (FY, $Bil) 102.3 146.9 163.5 175.0 226.8 230.6
Real Export Growth (GDP Basis) 3.6 6.7 7.3 8.7 8.6 8.2
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However, it is possible that the U.S. economy could fall into recession in the near future. Two recession
scenarios explored by Standard & Poor’s DRI are shown in Figure 4. The Pessimistic scenario calls for a recession
in the near term, caused by a large correction in the stock market, which drastically reduces consumer
confidence and consumption spending. The Late Recession scenario assumes that the Federal Reserve allows
inflation to rapidly accelerate and thus finds it necessary to raise short-term interest rates well above current
levels, generating a recession in 2002.
The Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA forecast, summarized in Table 3, is based on the control (or baseline) national
forecast. In this scenario, the national economy slows during the next few years, but avoids recession. Based on
this national forecast, the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA is likely to maintain its economic momentum. This means
sustained job and income growth in the region during the next few years.
Figure 5 shows how expected job growth breaks down across industries. Mining  jobs (primarily coal mining) are
forecast to continue declining, as are jobs in manufacturing and transportation, communications, and public
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Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA  Annual Job Growth
 History and Forecast
FIGURE 4
REAL GDP GROWTH: THREE SCENARIOS
FORECAST FROM STANDARD & POOR’S DRI
FIGURE 5
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Job gains are forecast to be concentrated in the service-producing sectors, especially services, trade, and
government. Job gains in services are forecast to decelerate due to slower gains in health care and social services.
Growth in this sector is expected to be sustained by continued business services job gains (including call center
jobs).
Continued, moderate job gains are not likely to be enough to produce positive net migration during the forecast.
This produces sustained population losses during the 2000-2004 period.
The unemployment rate is forecast to stabilize near current levels, due to the combined impact of job gains and
population losses.
The standard of living in the MSA (as measured by per capita personal income) is forecast to continue rising
during the forecast. In addition, per capita personal income gains in the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA are forecast
to outpace gains expected for the state.
Forecast data for West Virginia and the Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA come from the West Virginia Economic
Outlook Project. U.S. forecast data are from Standard & Poor's DRI.
Covered Nonagricultural Employment by Industry
Historical employment data come from the West Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs’ publication
titled West Virginia Employment and Wages. Data for 1997 can be found on-line at www.state.wv.us/bep/lmi/.
Annual data cover employees at firms participating in the West Virginia Unemployment Compensation
system. This covers most employees, except railroad workers, the self-employed, student workers, most
church workers, and unpaid family workers. Jobs are counted based on where the establishment is located,
not on where the worker lives.
Civilian Labor Force, Employment, Unemployment, and the Unemployment Rate
Historical labor force data are available in the West Virginia County Profiles, published by the Bureau of
Employment Programs. These data are available on-line at www.state.wv.us/bep/lmi/. Labor force data cover
West Virginia residents only. They are counted as participating in the labor force if they are employed or, if
unemployed, actively seeking work. The unemployment rate is the number of unemployed residents divided
by the labor force.
Population
Historical population estimates are from the U.S. Census Bureau and are available on-line at
wvbeis.be.wvu.edu/public/default.htm. Population estimates reflect the number of persons whose usual place
of residence was within the state or county on July 1 of the year. Persons in the military or institutionalized
are counted where the military base or institution is located, as long as that is within the U.S.
Real Personal Income
Real personal income is nominal personal income adjusted for the effects of inflation, using the U.S.
personal consumption deflator. Personal income includes earnings from work (wages, proprietors' income,
fringe benefits); dividends, interest and rent; and transfer income (social security, Medicare, Medicaid,
welfare). Historical data are compiled by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis and is available on-line at
wvbeis.be.wvu.edu/public/default.htm.
DATA GLOSSARY
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TABLE 3
WHEELING-BRIDGEPORT MSA EMPLOYMENT, POPULATION, AND INCOME FORECASTS
Region Region (%) W.Va.(%) U.S.(%)
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 1999-2004 1999-2004 1999-20041999-2004
Total 60,635 61,052 62,210 62,612 63,105 63,439 64,468 64,857 65,568 591 0.9 1.1 1.5
     Goods Producing 9,989 10,027 10,345 10,312 10,288 10,110 10,053 9,936 9,763 -110 -1.1 -0.6 -1.0
                 Mining 1,494 1,626 1,683 1,671 1,631 1,567 1,485 1,373 1,241 -86 -5.8 -7.1 -3.2
                 Construction 2,323 2,433 2,498 2,520 2,519 2,522 2,550 2,585 2,618 20 0.8 1.4 1.1
                 Manufacturing 6,172 5,968 6,164 6,122 6,139 6,021 6,019 5,978 5,904 -44 -0.7 -0.1 -1.7
     Service Producing 50,646 51,025 51,865 52,300 52,816 53,329 54,415 54,921 55,805 701 1.3 1.5 2.0
                 Trans., Comm., P.U. 2,988 2,661 2,599 2,552 2,512 2,478 2,443 2,407 2,372 -36 -1.5 0.1 1.6
                 Trade 16,305 16,818 16,905 17,003 17,109 17,165 17,410 17,475 17,666 133 0.8 0.9 1.2
                 Finance, Ins., R.E. 2,689 2,803 2,729 2,665 2,635 2,642 2,682 2,685 2,698 7 0.2 1.1 1.8
                 Services 18,860 19,091 19,814 20,221 20,620 21,068 21,766 22,194 22,817 519 2.4 2.6 3.1
                 Government 9,804 9,652 9,818 9,861 9,941 9,975 10,114 10,159 10,252 78 0.8 0.8 1.2
Region Region (%) W.Va.(%) U.S.(%)
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 1999-2004 1999-2004 1999-20041999-2004
Labor Force 72,500 73,700 72,600 73,300 73,884 74,039 74,719 74,723 74,996 339 0.5 0.6 1.3
Employment 68,000 68,700 68,800 69,500 70,339 70,418 71,065 71,309 71,681 436 0.6 0.6 1.3
Unemployment Rate 6.1 6.8 5.2 5.2 4.8 4.9 4.9 4.6 4.4 0.0 -3.2 -0.5 0.5
Total Population 157.2 156.0 155.3 153.9 152.9 152.2 151.0 150.0 148.8 -1.0 -0.7 0.0 0.9
Region Region (%) W.Va.(%) U.S.(%)
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 1999-2004 1999-2004 1999-20041999-2004
Total Personal Income 2,988 2,990 3,063 3,052 3,089 3,121 3,181 3,208 3,260 42 1.3 1.5 3.2
                 Wage and Salary 1,450 1,475 1,511 1,512 1,529 1,547 1,572 1,579 1,589 15 1.0 1.2 3.5
                 Other Labor Income 162 154 149 144 141 140 140 139 138 -1 -0.9 0.1 2.3
                 Proprietors' Income 171 174 176 176 174 173 175 176 177 0 0.1 0.9 2.5
                 Div., Int., Rent 598 603 614 622 630 640 648 657 664 9 1.3 1.0 2.7
                 Transfer Income 757 768 775 782 792 812 831 854 884 20 2.5 2.5 3.2
Wheeling-Bridgeport MSA: Belmont County, Ohio and Marshall and Ohio counties, W.Va.
* Covered nonagricultural employment by industry includes employment at firms participating in the West Virginia
Unemployment Compensation system. These estimates exclude the self-employed, student workers, most church workers,
railroad workers, and unpaid family workers.
The West Virginia forecast is from the West Virginia Economic Outlook 2000. The U.S. forecast is from
Standard & Poor's DRI, March 2000.
Real Personal Income (Millions of 1996 Dollars)
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